Cultivating Variety – LandLearn Activity Sheet

	
	Farming Activity
	Ans
	Reason
	

	1
	Plant shelterbelts (windbreaks) using indigenous (local) shrubs and trees.
	
	Reduces river bank erosion and turbidity (caused by soil in run-off); increases shelter and food for native animals.
	A

	2
	Fence off streams and wetlands; plant indigenous (local) vegetation.
	
	Uses less water, reduces effect on watertable so brings less salt to soil near surface. May increase river flows and therefore river health.
	B

	3
	Graze farm animals on native pasture in autumn and winter.
	
	Provides shelter for animals and crops, and homes and food for native animals
	C

	4
	Leave stubble (the part of the plant left after harvesting)  in field rather than burning it.
	
	Native grasses can flower and produce seed in the spring.
	D

	5
	Graze sheep on stubble left in field.
	
	Predatory insects survive and eat pests.
	E

	6
	Install subsurface or drip irrigation (watering pasture and crops such as fruit and vegetables) and / or use recycled water.
	
	Minimum tillage (ploughing) causes less disturbance to soils, worms, microscopic plants and animals.
	F

	7
	Use insecticides (chemicals) that only kill pest insects rather than harming all insects.
	
	Breaks down stubble to add organic matter (including the animal manure) and so reduces ploughing; provides feed for stock.
	G

	8
	Join a Landcare Group.
	
	Adds organic matter to soil and holds soil in place; provides habitat for soil organisms.
	H

	9
	Grow more than one variety of a crop and / or rotate varieties. 
	
	Develop a market for tasty and healthy traditional foods
	I

	10
	Keep informed about up-to-date farming practices. Use new knowledge and training on farm and in local farming community. 
	
	Use groundwater, lowers water table preventing waterlogging; allows trees produce seedlings that will survive.
	J

	11
	Drill holes for wheat seed rather than ploughing ground.
	
	Preserves variety within a plant or animal species, better adapted individuals survive changing conditions and the species is better able to survive changes.
	K

	12
	Plant bush foods (plants traditionally used by aboriginal people).
	
	Work with neighbours to control pests that hurt native plants and animals and build wildlife corridors that allow animals to move around 
	L

	13
	Plant legumes such as lentils after growing wheat.
	
	Crop rotation prevents diseases being passed from one year’s crop to the next, restores nitrogen to soil without chemical fertiliser
	M

	14
	Keep old native trees and protect from farm animals.
	
	Farming communities of innovative, knowledgeable people who are able to adapt to changing circumstances and events such as drought. 
	N


